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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  SHERBORNE. 

Hi  4 


ANNUAL  HEALTH  REPORT 

FOR  1937. 


To  the  CHAIRMAN,  VICE-CHAIRMAN  and  MEMBERS 
of  the  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  District. 

AREA  (acres)  1,655,  less  inland  water  1,649. 

POPULATION  estimated  6,394. 

Physical  Features  and 
General  Characters  of  the  District. 

The  town  lies  chiefly  on  the  northern  side  of  the  valley  of 
the  Yeo.  The  highest  point  is  460  feet  and  the  lowest  158  feet 
above  sea  level.  The  sub-soil  is  inferior  oolite. 

RAINFALL  was  39-22  inches  compared  with  32-18  in  1936. 

Social  Conditions. 

The  chief  occupations  are  agriculture  and  the  manufacture 
of  gloves.  There  are  two  large  milk  factories,  one  for  silk¬ 
weaving,  three  for  letter-press  printing,  and  a  steam  laundry. 
Sherborne  is  widely  known  as  an  educational  centre,  being  well 
provided  with  schools  of  every  grade  for  both  boys  and  girls. 

The  Town  Planning  Scheme  covers  the  whole  of  the  district, 
and  has  been  adopted  by  the  Council.  The  Inquiry  into  the 
scheme  has  bden  held  and  the  Minister’s  decision  thereon  is 
awaited. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Buildings,  1937,  1,756. 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers,  1937,  1,766. 

Rateable  Value,  £50,038. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate,  £196-97. 
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Vital  Statistics. 

Total  .Males  Females 

Live  Births — Legitimate  63  33  30 

Illegitimate  3  —  3 

Stillbirths ■ — 4 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  of  resident  population,  10-34 
,,  ,,  per  1000  of  England  and  Wales,  14-9 

Deaths — Males,  47,  Females,  46  Total  93. 

Allowance  has  been  made  for  transferable  deaths. 

Death  Rate  per  1000  total  population,  14-4. 

,,  ,,  per  1000  of  England  and  Wales,  14-8. 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of  child¬ 
birth — nil. 

Of  the  deaths  44  were  over  70  years  of  age.  Of  these  32 
were  over  75  years  ;  of  these  15  were  over  80  years  ;  and  of 
these  there  were  2  of  89  and  one  each  of  92,  93,  94  and  96 
years. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  per  1000  births,  43. 

,,  ,,  ,,  England  and  Wales,  59. 

Legitimate,  4,  Illegitimate,  nil.  Total  4. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  Males  7,  Females  5,  Total  12 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) — nil.  England  and  Wales 
per  1000  population,  -02. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough — nil.  England  and  Wales 
per  1000  population,  -04. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) — nil. 
England  and  Wales  per  1000  births,  5-8. 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum — There  has  been  no  case. 
Prevention  of  Blindness — No  action  taken. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Diphtheria 
Scarlet  Fever 
Enteric  Fever 
Puerperal  Fever  . . 

,,  Pyrexia 
Pneumonia 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 
Erysipelas 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis 
Dysentery 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 


DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Total 
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Tuberculosis— 

(a)  Pulmonary — Males,  5.  Females,  2  Total,  7. 

Deaths — Males,  3.  Female,  1  Total  4 

(b)  Non-Pulmonary-  Males,  3  Females,  2  Total,  5 

Deaths — nil. 

No  action  has  been  taken  during  the  year  under  Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis  Regulations  1925  or  Public  Health  1925 
sect.  62. 


Causes  of  Sickness. 

There  is  nothing  to  note. 

Prevalence  and  Control  over  Infectious  Diseases. 

There  is  nothing  to  note.  We  have  been  unusually  free 
from  infectious  diseases. 

Summary  of  Nursing  Arrangements,  Hospitals 
and  other  Institutions  available  for  the  District. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  T.  MacCarthy,  m.r.c.s.,  eng., 

L.R.C.P.,  LOND. 

Sanitary  Inspector  . .  C.  E.  Bean,  cert,  r.s.i. 

The  Yeatman  Hospital  (Voluntary)  has  45  beds,  and  a 
new  and  up-to-date  Extern  department,  with  a  new  X-Ray 
installation.  Massage  and  Electrical  treatment  of  various 
kinds  are  constantly  given. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home — The  District  Nurse, 
whose  main  work  is  midwifery,  does  some  sick-nursing  in  the 
cottages. 

Midwives — There  are  eight  resident  in  the  district;  of  these, 
five  are  at  the  Yeatman  Hospital,  two  reside  in  the  district, 
and  the  Town  Nurse  practices  in  the  district  and  attends  most 
of  the  Confinements  in  the  cottages  of  the  Town.  Seventy- 
seven  women  have  been  confined  in  the  maternity  ward  of  the 
Yeatman  Hospital  this  year. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres — Maternity,  Child  Welfare 
and  Ante-Natal  Centre  supported  by  voluntary  subscriptions 
with  supervision  and  assistance  of  the  County  Council  Welfare 
Nurse. 

The  orthopaedic  clinic  is  held  twice  a  month.  The  County 
oculist  and  dentist  hold  sessions  for  school-children. 
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The  following  figures  show  the  work  done  by  the  Child 
Welfare  Centre. 

During  the  past  year  the  centre  has  been  opened  51  times. 

New  Babies  registered  39. 

Attendances  under  1  year  845. 

Attendances  over  1  year  1,024. 

Total  1869. 

Average  per  Session  36. 

The  Ante-Natal  Clinic  is  held  every  month.  The  number 
of  attendances  during  the  year  was  128  by  52  mothers. 

Hospitals  Provided  or  Subscribed  to  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  by  the  County  Council — An  Isolation  Hospital  managed  by  the 
Urban  District  Council,  which  also  receives  the  cases  from  the 
Rural  District  by  arrangement,  and  under  the  County  Council 
Scheme  cases  from  other  areas  when  necessarv.  Its  situation 
and  the  extent  and  nature  of  its  accommodation  may  be 
considered  reasonably  satisfactory.  A  matron’s  bed-room  has 
been  built. 

Small-Pox. — An  agreement  has  been  made  for  the  use  of  the 
Shaftesbury  Small-Pox  Hospital. 

No  Institutional  provision  for  unmarried  mothers,  illegitimate 
infants  and  homeless  children  exists. 

Ambulance  Facilities. — - 

(a)  For  Infectious  cases — There  is  a  horse  ambulance. 

(b)  For  Non-Infectious  and  Accident  cases — There  is  a 
new  motor  ambulance  managed  by  the  local  male 
V.A.D. 

Laboratory  Work. — Done  by  the  Lister  Institute  and  Poole 
Borough  Laboratory.  Water  Analj’sis  is  done  by  the  Lister 
Institute,  The  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories,  and  the 
Poole  Borough  Laboratories. 

List  of  Adoptive  Acts — 

Infectious  Diseases  (Notification  Act  1889)  adopted 
Dec.  11th,  1889. 

Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act  1890  added  on 
Jan.  16th,  1890,  adopted  1st  March,  1890,  and  applied 
to  extended  area  by  order  of  L.G.B.  19th  Oct.,  1894. 

Public  Health  Amendment  Act  1890.  Parts  II  and  III 
adopted  9th  Dec.,  1890.  Commencement  2nd  Feb., 
1891,  and  applied  to  extended  area  by  order  of  the 
L.G.B.  1st  Sept.,  1896. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act  1907.  Parts  II, 
III,  IV,  VI  and  Sec.  95  Part  X,  in  force,  order  dated 
Jan.  13th  1914. 
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New  Bye-Laws  for  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds,  Nuisances, 

Drainages  of  Existing  Buildings  and  Slaughterhouses. 

New  Water  Regulations. 

New  Building  Bye-Laws  have  also  been  adopted. 

All  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1925  (usual  clauses)  adopted 
5th  June,  1926,  and  sections  21,  22  and  24,  and  the 
sections  contained  in  Part  V  adopted  by  consent  of 
the  Ministry  of  Health,  on  July  1st  1926. 

Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892. 

Local  Government  Act  1894  sec.  8  Para.  A.Bl  and  Sec.  C. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water. — The  chief  sources  of  supply  are  two  bore-holes  at 
the  Castleton  Waterworks,  175  feet  deep,  the  average  yield  of 
which  is  200,000  gallons  a  day,  constant. 

A  duplicate  plant  at  the  Waterworks  provides  that  the 
water  supply  of  the  Town  shall  be  on  a  reasonably  safe  basis. 

The  pumping  plant  comprises  two  two-cylinder  oil-engines 
of  90  B.H.P.  and  80  B.H.P.  respectively,  with  two  9-stage 
centrifugal  bore-hole  pumps.  There  are  also  treble  ram  pumps 
worked  by  a  water-wheel  in  wet  weather. 

The  daily  consumption  of  w'ater  per  head  of  the  population 
is:  Domestic,  30-6  gals.,  Trade,  2-9  gals.:  Total,  33-5  gals. 

The  Council  is  installing  a  filtration  plant  for  the  Town’s 
water  near  the  high  level  reservoir. 


Strata  of  1926  Bore-Hole,  Castleton  Waterworks. 
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The  Dymore  Spring,  situated  about  1^  miles  from  the  town, 
normally  gives  48,000  gallons  a  day.  This  water  is  treated  by 
a  Chlorination  plant  and  supplies  one-fifth  of  our  needs. 

Water  Analyses. — Bacteriological  examinations  are  made 
monthly  and  chemical  analyses  every  six  months  as  a  routine. 

In  addition  analyses  are  made  as  occasion  requires  some¬ 
times  frequently. 

Average  samples  taken  from  the  Town’s  water  and  the 
Isolation  Hospital  Well : — 

“  The  water  is  of  a  very  high  degree  of  bacterial  purity  and 
is  therefore  a  pure  and  wholesome  water  suitable  for  drinking 
and  domestic  purposes.” 

There  is  a  slight  trace  of  iron  ”  in  our  water  (-03  parts 
per  100,000). 


The  permanent  hardness  is 

The  temporary  hardness  is 
(removed  by  boiling) 


5-0 

23-0 


Total  28-0 


Generally  speaking  the  water  from  our  wells,  producing 
four-fifths  of  our  water  supply,  is  of  a  high  degree  of  chemical 
and  bacterial  purity.  Occasionally  there  is  evidence  of  some 
surface  water  finding  its  way  into  our  bores.  It  would  appear 
that  this  contamination  is  more  frequent  than  formerly. 
A  number  of  old  wells  in  the  vicinity  of  our  bore-holes  have 
been  cleaned  out  and  sealed,  also  the  water-wheel  carrier  has 
been  concrete  rendered  and  the  drains  of  the  attendant’s  house 
relaid.  As  it  does  not  seem  to  be  possible  to  ascertain  how  and 
where  this  surface  water  reaches  our  bores,  the  Council  has 
decided,  as  a  measure  of  precaution,  to  chlorinate  the  town’s 
supply  by  the  Chloramine  process  and  steps  are  being  taken  to 
this  end. 

Private  Water  Supplies. — There  are  several  wells  and  bore¬ 
holes  on  private  property  in  the  town.  The  risk  of  possible 
contamination  of  these  must  cause  uneasiness.  Moreover, 
it  appears  that  they  are  not  frequently  analysed.  As  it  has 
been  considered  advisable  to  chlorinate  the  town’s  supply  in 
spite  of  all  the  care  taken  in  guarding  it  from  contamination, 
it  would  appear  to  be  highly  undesirable  that  any  of  these 
private  supplies  should  be  used  for  domestic  purposes. 

They  would  be  satisfactory  for  cooling  purposes  or  for 
washing  cars,  etc.,  but  not  for  washing  food  containers  unless 
these  were  subsequently  treated  with  boiling  water  or  steam. 
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Rivers  and  Streams — -The  River  Yeo  receives  the  final 
effluent  from  the  sewage  disposal  works. 

No  case  of  pollution  has  been  observed. 

Draining  and  Sewerage. — The  sewage  works  are  working 
satisfactorily.  New  sewers  have  been  laid  in  Newland,  North 
Road  and  Abbey  Road. 

Surface  Water  Drains. — Although  a  number  of  these  have 
been  laid,  completely  separate  foul  and  surface  water  drainage 
systems  are  desirable  to  obviate  flooding  and  to  relieve  the 
strain  at  the  Sewage  works  after  heavy  rains. 

If  all  surface  water  can  be  kept  out  of  our  Sewage  drains  a 
great  deal  of  excessive  strain  on  our  Sewerage  Works  and  the 
extra  cost  of  and  strain  on  our  Pumping  arrangements  will  be 
prevented. 

Closet  Accommodation. — -There  are  about  1,708  water- 
closets  in  the  district.  There  is  a  shortage  in  old  property 
which  will  be  scheduled  for  demolition  later.  Several  additional 
ones  have  been  erected  during  the  year  for  other  Cottage 
Property. 

All  closets  are  converted  into  water-closets,  save  one  pail- 
closet  in  the  old  area  far  removed  from  the  drainage  system. 
In  the  added  area  there  are  some  6  pail  closets  on  farm  property. 

Scavenging  and  Disposal. — A  steady  improvement  is  in 
progress.  Refuse  from  houses  is  collected  twice  a  week  by  a 
new  ‘dual  purpose’  S.  &  D.  Freighter  of  8  cubic  yards  content  and 
taken  to  the  tip  at  Quarr  Lane.  This  tip  which  is  being  worked 
on  the  “  Controlled  System  ”  is  proving  satisfactory,  and  when 
completed  will  be  made  into  a  recreation  ground.  A  portion  is 
already  in  use  as  a  children’s  playground  with  swings,  etc. 

Rat  Destruction. — No  rats  are  in  evidence  at  the  new  tip. 
Periodically  complaints  from  private  persons  are  made.  We 
deal  with  these,  although  the  destruction  of  rats  is  the 
responsibility  of  the  occupier. 

Crickets. — Some  crickets  were  discovered  at  the  rubbish 
tip  early  in  the  year.  After  consultation  with  the  Ministry 
and  the  British  Museum  (Natural  History)  strong  measures 
were  at  once  adopted  and  these  are  being  continued  with  a 
good  measure  of  success. 

Assistance  to  Private  Enter  prise  .—Thera  is  nothing  to  note 
this  year  apart  from  a  small  grant  to  an  estate  developer  towards 
surface  water  drainage  and  water  mains. 

Public  Conveniences. — The  Town  has  8  conveniences  for 
both  sexes,  and  1  urinal  and  1  w.c.  for  men. 
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Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District : — 

Number  of  premises  visited  :  187. 

30  defects  or  nuisances  discovered.  The  owners  were 

notified  and  in  all  cases  the  necessary  work  was  done. 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Statement: — 

(a)  Number  of  inspections  made  during  the  year  :  201. 

( b )  Number  of  Statutory  notices  served  during  the  year  : 
nil. 

(c)  The  result  of  the  service  of  such  notices — 

Smoke  Abatement. — Nothing  to  report. 

Premises  and  occupations  which  can  be  controlled  by  Bye- 
Laws  and  Regulations : — 

Offensive  trades  :  none. 

Underground  sleeping  rooms  :  none. 

The  underground  bakery  is  now  closed. 

Schools. — The  sanitary  conditions  and  water  supply  of 
schools,  including  public  elementary  schools,  are  now  all 
satisfactory.  Annual  testing  of  the  drainage  system  of  all 
schools  is  considered  desirable. 

HOUSING. 

General  Housing  Conditions  of  the  District. 

The  shortage  is  being  rapidly  dealt  with,  for  with  a  town  of 
a  population  (for  housing  purposes)  of  5,500,  268  cottages  have 
been  built  since  the  termination  of  the  war. 

The  Council’s  efforts  in  building  houses  have  proved  of 
great  benefit,  and  it  is  felt  that  the  need  which  existed  some 
years  ago  has  now  been  nearly  met,  apart  from  some  over¬ 
crowding.  The  demand  remaining  unfilled  in  the  district  is 
for  a  smaller  house,  capable  of  being  built  to  let  at  say  5/-  to 
7/-  weekly  all  in,  which  would  to  a  large  extent  relieve  over¬ 
crowding.  ft  is  suggested  that  small  flats  might  in  part  meet 
this  need.  The  Council  has  built  30  cottages  and  a  further  28 
are  being  erected.  Some  smaller  houses  and  flats  for  aged 
couples  or  single  people  are  also  under  consideration. 

Private  Enterprise  seems  out  of  the  question  but  the  58 
houses  built  this  year  by  the  Council  and  the  contemplated 
small  houses  for  aged  persons  on  a  site  already  purchased, 
ought  to  meet  our  present  needs. 

Overcroivding. — The  survey  has  been  completed,  and  a  num¬ 
ber  of  cases  dealt  with. 

Fitness  of  Houses. — The  general  standard  of  housing  is  fair. 

General  Action  as  regards  unfit  houses. — In  a  number  of 
cases  demolition  notices  have  been  served  and  in  most  of  these 
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cases  the  houses  will  be  demolished  as  soon  as  the  tenants  can 
be  otherwise  housed. 

In  a  few  cases  they  have  been  allowed  to  be  used  as  stores. 

The  Council  is  mindful  of  the  desirability  of  maintaining 
the  character  of  the  town  as  far  as  is  possible  and  is  doing  its 
best  to  get  suitable  cottages  reconditioned  especially  those 
fronting  the  streets  and  removing  those  at  the  rear  which 
crowd  the  site.  In  some  cases  two  have  been  converted  into 
one. 

Closet  accommodation  shows  slight  continued  increase 
during  the  year.  Our  aim  is,  where  possible,  to  provide  one 
W.C.  for  each  household.  It  would  also  be  beneficial  if  all 
houses  had  their  own  drinking  water  taps  and  sinks  inside, 
and  the  Council  is  doing  what  it  can  in  this  direction. 

The  health  of  the  town  has  been  satisfactory  during  the  past 
year  and  compares  favourably  with  the  rest  of  the  country. 

Housing. 

Number  of  New  Houses  and  flats  erected  during  the  Year  : — 

Houses 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under 


(b)  and  (c)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  52 

(i b )  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  : 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  .  .  .  .  .  .  15 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  .  .  .  .  None 

(c)  By  the  Local  Authority  without  assistance  .  .  31 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  .  .  90 

( b )  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  90 

(2)  («)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consoli¬ 
dated  Regulations,  1925  .  .  .  .  .  .  30 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  35 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  None 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred ^to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 

not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  12 
habitation 


Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of 
formal  Notices: — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers 


(5 
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Houses 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year: — 

(а)  — Proceedings  under  sections  17,  18  and  23  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1930  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs .  .  None 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  .  .  None 

(a)  By  owners 

( b )  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 

(б)  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  None 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  By  owners  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  None 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  None 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  19  and  21  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1930  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  . .  20 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

Pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  .  .  .  .  None 

(d) — Proceedings  under  section  20  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1930  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 

ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  None 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 

ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 
room  having  been  rendered  fit  . .  .  .  None 

4.  Housing  Act  1935.  Overcrowding: — 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  end  of  year  7 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  .  .  ..  7 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  37 1 

(. b )  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  3 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  •  •  •  •  19 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  89-1 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded,  after  the  local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement 
of  overcrowding . .  ..  ..  .  ■  ••  None 
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(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowd¬ 
ing  conditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  may  consider  it  desirable  to  report: — 

There  is  sufficient  room  to  house  twice  the 
working  class  population  in  existing  property 
on  Minister  of  Health’s  scale. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  became  operative  requiring 
repairs  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  None 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 

rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  None 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  None 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  became  operative 

in  pursuance  of  declaration  by  owners  of 
intention  to  close  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  None 


Food. 


(a)  Milk  Supply. — There  are  six  milk-shops  in  the  town, 
five  of  which  are  run  in  connection  with  five  dairy  farms 
situated  in,  or  close  to  the  town.  Also  two  retailers  who 
distribute  their  milk  direct  from  the  farms  where  purchased, 
and  one  supplier  in  the  Rural  area. 

The  arrangements  for  supply  and  distributors  of  milk  vary 
from  a  good  to  a  moderate  standard. 

The  greatest  difficulty  arises  in  the  case  of  small  suppliers 
and  especially  in  the  arrangements  for  bottling.  Steps  are 
being  taken  to  greatly  raise  the  standard  in  these  cases  and 
improvements  and  alterations  in  the  premises  concerned  are 
being  pressed  for. 

One  new  cowshed  has  been  made  at  Castle  Farm. 

On  the  whole  the  conditions  may  be  considered  moderately 
satisfactory.  In  some  cases  the  smaller  dealer  does  not  keep 
his  stalls  and  utensils  as  clean  as  might  be. 

Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

Written  Occupiers 

Inspections  notices  prosecuted 


Factories  .  .  12  1  Nil 

Workshops  .  .  15  3  Nil 

Workplaces  . .  .  .  9  2  Nil 

Defects. — Want  of  cleanliness  remedied  after  informal 
notice. 

No  cases  of  out-workers  in  unwholesome  premises  were 


noted. 

There  is  one  factory  which  collects  a  large  quantity  of 
milk  daily  from  the  surrounding  country  for  the  making  of 
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butter,  cheese,  dried  milk,  and  for  the  treatment  of  milk  to  be 
sent  to  large  towns.  A  factory  has  been  closed  during  the 
year. 

There  are  9  cow-sheds  and  10  Dairy  Premises  on  the 
Register. 

30  Inspections  made. 

(i)  Action  taken  as  to  tuberculous  milk  and  tuberculous 

cattle.  None. 

(ii)  Four  licenses  granted  for  specially  designated  milk 

viz.  2  for  pasteurised  1  for  Tuberculin  tested 
1  for  acredited. 

(iii)  No  licenses  refused  for  ditto. 

(iv)  Analyses  are  done  by  the  County. 

(6)  Bakehouses.— Their  condition  is  satisfactory. 

(c)  Meat  Supply. — There  are  two  Registered  and  one 
licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  district.  47  Inspections  made. 

Attention  is  drawn  to  the  impossibility  of  the  present 
staff  examining  all  animals  slaughtered  in  the  Urban  area. 
8,533  animals  were  slaughtered  at  three  slaughterhouses  in  the 
year  1937. 

It  has  previously  been  pointed  out  that  one  slaughterhouse 
does  not  kill  until  4.30  p.m.  on  four  days  a  week  and  sometimes 
works  until  mid-night. 

For  efficient  inspection  it  is  necessary  to  be  present  during 
slaughtering  and  this  would  call  for  a  full-time  meat  inspector, 
which  does  not  seem  to  be  economically  possible. 

There  are  14  registered  slaughter-men. 

(d)  Other  Foods. — There  is  nothing  to  report. 

Administration  of  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

The  following  samples  were  taken  by  the  Dorset  County 


Council 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Article.  Samples. 

Genuine. 

Article. 

Samples. 

Genuine. 

Baking  Powder 

1 

Yes 

Milk 

11 

10  Yes 

Butter 

1 

Yes 

1  No. 

Bread 

1 

Yes 

Milk 

Arrowroot 

1 

Yes 

(Condensed)  1 

Yes 

Cheese  (Cheddar) 

1 

Yes 

Milk  (Skimmed)  1 

Yes 

Chocolate  Roll 

2 

Yes 

Pepper 

1 

Yes 

Cream  Ice 

1 

Yes 

Sardines 

1 

Yes 

Epsom  Salts 

1 

Yes 

Sausages 

2 

Yes 

Fish  Paste 

1 

Yes 

Sweets 

1 

Yes 

Meat  Pie 

1 

Yes 

Whiskv 

2 

Yes 

Action  taken 

in  adulterated 

samples : — 

One  sample  of  milk 

13% deficient  in  fat. 

Vendor  cautioned. 

J  C.  &  A.  T.  Sawtell  Ltd.,  Sherborne 


